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TAGS: EG, IS, PINR 

SUBJECT: INTSUM 603 - JULY 11, 1978 

LONDON FOR KINSOLVING 

PARIS FOR NICHOLAS MURPHY 

OTHER ADDRESSEES FOR CHIEFS OF MISSION 

1 . LEBANON. THE SITUATION IN BEIRUT REMAINS TENSE AS 
LEBANESE LEADERS STRUGGLE TO FIND A WAY OF DISENGAGING THE 
COMBATANTS AND REACHING A POLITICAL SETTLEMENT BETWEEN THE 
SYRIANS AND CHRISTIANS. MOST OF THE CIVILIANS FROM CHRIS- 
TIAN BEIRUT HAVE FLED TO THE MOUNTAINS, LEAVING THE STREETS 
OF EAST BEIRUT RUBBLE-STREWN AND DESERTED. MEANWHILE, BOTH 
THE SYRIANS AND THE CHRISTIANS APPEAR TO BE CONTINUING 
PREPARATIONS FOR ANOTHER ROUND OF FIGHTING. WHILE NEITHER 
SIDE APPEARS TO BE PREPARING TO LAUNCH A PREEMPTIVE STRIKE, 

EACH SEEMS WILLING TO ENGAGE THE OTHER IF FIGHTING BREAKS 
OUT AGAIN. 

2. NEVERTHELESS, A MORE CAUTIOUS AND SUBDUED ATTITUDE OF 
SOME CHRISTIAN LEADERS MAY IN PART REFLECT SUSPECTED 
ISRAELI WARNINGS THAT THE IDF WILL NOT NECESSARILY COME TO 
THEIR AID IF CHRISTIAN PROVOCATION CAUSED THE RENEWAL OF 
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SERIOUS FIGHTING. ON THE OTHER HAND, NEITHER THE CHRIS- 
TIANS NOR THE SYRIANS MAY HAVE ENOUGH CONTROL OF THEIR 
OWN MEN TO PREVENT AN INCIDENT WHICH COULD RE IGNITE THE 
CONFLICT. 

3. ON THE POLITICAL SCENE, SARKIS IS STILL HAVING 
DIFFICULTY IN GAINING CONCESSIONS FROM THE SYRIANS AND THE 
CHRISTIANS. THE MAIN OBSTACLE SEEMS TO BE THAT NEITHER 
SIDE RESPECTS HIM. MEANWHILE, SARKIS AND BOUTROS ARE 
STRUGGLING TO BRIDGE THE GAP BETWEEN THE SYRIANS AND THE 
CHRISTIANS. THE SYRIANS INDICATED THEY WANTED THE CHRIS- 
TIANS TO CEASE BLOCKING THE SARKIS REGIME'S ATTEMPTS TO 
RUN THE COUNTRY. THIS LATTER POINT SUGGESTS THAT DAMASCUS 
WANTS NO POTENTIAL OPPOSITION IN LEBANON. 

4. THUS, IT APPEARS MORE AND MORE THAT BOUTROS AND SARKIS 
ARE GRASPING AT STRAWS IN THEIR SEARCH FOR A SOLUTION, 

AND TIME DOES NOT APPEAR TO BE ON SARKIS' SIDE. THE IMPACT 
OF HIS THREATENED RESIGNATION IS DIMINISHED, AND THE 

CHANCE OF A MILITARY FLARE-UP GROWS DAILY. (SECRET) CHRISTOPHER 
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LEBANESE LEADERS STRUGGLE TO FIND A WAY OF DISENGAGING THE 
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SYRIANS AND CHRISTIANS. MOST OF THE CIVILIANS FROM CHRIS- 
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TIAN BEIRUT HAVE FLED TO THE MOUNTAINS, LEAVING THE STREETS 
OF EAST BEIRUT RUBBLE-STREWN AND DESERTED. MEANWHILE, BOTH 
THE SYRIANS AND THE CHRISTIANS APPEAR TO BE CONTINUING 
PREPARATIONS FOR ANOTHER ROUND OF FIGHTING. WHILE NEITHER 
SIDE APPEARS TO BE PREPARING TO LAUNCH A PREEMPTIVE STRIKE, 

EACH SEEMS WILLING TO ENGAGE THE OTHER IF FIGHTING BREAKS 
OUT AGAIN. 

2. NEVERTHELESS, A MORE CAUTIOUS AND SUBDUED ATTITUDE OF 
SOME CHRISTIAN LEADERS MAY IN PART REFLECT SUSPECTED 
ISRAELI WARNINGS THAT THE IDF WILL NOT NECESSARILY COME TO 
THEIR AID IF CHRISTIAN PROVOCATION CAUSED THE RENEWAL OF 

SERIOUS FIGHTING. ON THE OTHER HAND, NEITHER THE CHRIS- 
TIANS NOR THE SYRIANS MAY HAVE ENOUGH CONTROL OF THEIR 
OWN MEN TO PREVENT AN INCIDENT WHICH COULD RE IGNITE THE 
CONFLICT. 

3. ON THE POLITICAL SCENE, SARKIS IS STILL HAVING 
DIFFICULTY IN GAINING CONCESSIONS FROM THE SYRIANS AND THE 
CHRISTIANS. THE MAIN OBSTACLE SEEMS TO BE THAT NEITHER 
SIDE RESPECTS HIM. MEANWHILE, SARKIS AND BOUTROS ARE 
STRUGGLING TO BRIDGE THE GAP BETWEEN THE SYRIANS AND THE 
CHRISTIANS. THE SYRIANS INDICATED THEY WANTED THE CHRIS- 
TIANS TO CEASE BLOCKING THE SARKIS REGIME'S ATTEMPTS TO 
RUN THE COUNTRY. THIS LATTER POINT SUGGESTS THAT DAMASCUS 
WANTS NO POTENTIAL OPPOSITION IN LEBANON. 

4. THUS, IT APPEARS MORE AND MORE THAT BOUTROS AND SARKIS 
ARE GRASPING AT STRAWS IN THEIR SEARCH FOR A SOLUTION, 

AND TIME DOES NOT APPEAR TO BE ON SARKIS' SIDE. THE IMPACT 
OF HIS THREATENED RESIGNATION IS DIMINISHED, AND THE 
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